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Addendum #1 to MSC Projects EIR 

1 
 

Response to Comment Letter I-1 

Response to Comment I-1-1: The commenter requests that a new environmental impact be prepared for 
the proposed expansion of the Seymour Marine Discovery Center parking lot and construction of new 
parking lot E, because new significant effects of greenhouse gas emissions, specifically, a rise in sea 
level, have been discovered since the MSC Projects EIR was certified in January 2012. The potential for 
global climate change induced by greenhouse gas emissions to result in rising average sea levels was well 
known in 2012, and is discussed in the MSC Projects EIR, at page, 3.5-2. Therefore, the information that 
global climate changes is causing sea level rise does not constitute new information of substantial 
importance that was not known at the time the MSC Projects EIR was certified, which would necessitate 
preparation of a new EIR. 

Response to Comment I-1-2: As explained in Addendum #1, the new parking spaces are needed to meet 
existing demand for parking in the lower terrace development zone, and projected future demand 
associated with the Coastal Biology Building Project, which is currently under construction. Without the 
proposed new parking spaces, this future demand would be met by the ample street parking available 
immediately off campus. Therefore, the Campus does not anticipate that the additional parking spaces 
would induce new vehicle trips to the campus. 

Response to Comment I-1-3:The Campus implements a transportation demand management program, as 
required by the CLRDP, to reduce the number of vehicle trips to the campus. This program includes 
subsidized bus passes for faculty and staff; a vanpool program available to faculty, staff, and students; 
Zimride, a Facebook-based application that provides ride matching to members of the UCSC community; 
and several programs to support the use of bicycles as a means of transportation. The proposed expansion 
of the Seymour Center parking to would facilitate the future extension of Metro bus service to the Coastal 
Science Campus by reconfiguring the parking lot to allow buses to turn around.  
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